Women's Conferences
The All-India Arya Mahila Conference
Mrs. Rukmani Lakshmipathi in the course of her presidential address at the
All-India Arya Mahila Conference, which opened its session at Lahore on the
Wth. December 1929^ observed :—
This conference of women is met here to-day to shape the destiny of the coming
generation of young men and women. Its deliberations may not oaly have a weighty
influence ^on the woman's movement in India, but may also help to formulate a
Declaration of Women's Rights" so as to safeguard their interest. This period is a
period of growth and advancement for us women, a period of rebellion against cer-
tain encrusted customs—rebellion in the sense that we have to fight to regain our lost
ground. Unlike the Feminist movement in the West where women's very rights are
questioned and where-keen competition between man and woman prevails, our move-
ment is not so much the question of fighting1 for our rights as of fighting against
meaningless customs and usages. The Indian Women's movement is a necessary
concomitant to the gradual evolution of our national life and thought.
There could not have been a more momentous time than the present when far-
reaching political and social problems are before the public. I remember during the
early days of the movement there was a time when Women's Conferences were apo-
logetically held. But now times have changed and with the influx of ideas it is felt
that progress is a many-sided one. It means freedom for every individual. Recogni-
tion of women's capacity and social and economic status are some of the privileges
which women are clamouring for. The realization that we have a part to play in the
larger yet comprehensive life of our country has dawned upon us. Women no longer
need to be spoonfed. And they feel they are fit to take their legitimate and rightful
place not only in the social and political field but also in administraiive affairs. There
is no blinking the fact that women felt that urge of progressive advancement with
lightning speed. They have realised that they have the will to achieve, the will to
suffer and sacrifice to the fullest measure. Now that opportunity is afforded us to
meet, discuss and arrange matters that affect our welfare. What is urgently needed is
the mobilisation of our forces in the interest of our advancement and progress.
The women's movement is but a part of the larger national movement for liberty.
The desire to share equally with man the responsibilities, as well as the power and the
benefit that will accrue to an independent India is increasingly felt
Coming to social evils that confront us, I should like to draw your particular atten-
tion to one or two evils which strikingly stani out here in the^ Punjab. One of them
is the Purdah system. Its evils as affecting women's education and physical deve-
lopment are so well known that we should do everything in our power to abolish
them. We cannot say who were responsible for its introduction, whether Hindus or
Mahometans. SufHce it to say that whoever introduced it or under whatever cir-
cumstances it might have been introduced, this evil custom to be stamped out
requires effective propaganda, particularly through women.
The Arya Samajists have admirable work to their credit, having started educational
institutions everywhere and more than all in having succeeded to a large measure in
their fight against caste prejudices and untouchability. ^ They have^also succeeded in
creating a spirit of nationalism among the masses and in having implanted a deep
love of the motherland.
hindu-muslim relations
One unhappy feature of the North Indian politics is the Hindu-Moslem tension.
I do not wish to paint in black colour the evil but we do wish to bring to your notice
that in the interest of our country and in view of the coming struggle we would be
wise to close up our ranks and in a feeling of brotherhood work for the common cause
of liberating India.   Can anybody deny that mutual toleration and co-operation are
the only   solutions to this communal trouble ?   We can never hope to live in peace if
we are going to quarrel eternally over petty matters, like the beat of a drum before $

